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LXIII
Kisa-gotami.

Now she was born, when Padumuttara was Buddha, in the
city of Eaijsavati, in a clansman's family. And one day
she heard the Master preach the Dhamma, and assign fore-
most rank to a Bhikkhuni with respect to the wearing of
rough garments. She vowed* that this rank should one
day be hers. In this Buddha-era she was reborn at
SavatthI, in a poor family. Grotami was her name, and
from the leanness of her body she was called Lean Gotanil.
And she was disdainfully treated when married, and was
called a nobody's daughter. But when she bore a son, they
paid her honour. Then, when he was old enough to run
about and play, he died, and she was distraught with grief.
And, mindful of the change in folk's treatment of her since
his birth, she thought: ' They will even try to take my
child and expose him.' So, taking the corpse upor her
hip, she went, crazy with sorrow, from door to door,
saying: 'Give me medicine for my child!' And people
said with contempt: ' Medicine! What's the use ?' She
understood them not. But one sagacious person thought:
' Her mind is upset with grief for her child. He of the
Tenfold Power will know of some medicine for her.' And
he said: * Dear woman, go to the Very Buddha, and ask him
for medicine to give your child/ She went to the Vihara